Minutes from PCA Executive Council Meetings

May 16, 2015
General Information:

The PCA Executive Council meets every 3 months, including a meeting on the first night of the conference (before the welcome reception).  These meetings include the PCA leadership: President, President-Elect, Past President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Voting members at each meeting also include a president or representing member from each PCA division or chapter.

These meetings are also open to any PCA member who would like to come and listen or offer input.  Members who are not in leadership positions are not permitted to vote on different motions.  At the same time, much can be learned from each PCA member and all are welcome to attend meetings.

The information below is meant to give our members a basic idea of what is discussed in Executive Council meetings.  This information is not exhaustive.  If you find that the topics here are interesting to you, please consider holding a leadership position.  Joining most PCA divisions does not require a large monetary or time commitment.  The current members and leadership are aware of open positions.  Remember, PCA acts as a voice for professional counselors in Pennsylvania.  These role are crucial.

Here is a list of division names and their accompanying acronyms:

PACAC – Pennsylvania Association of Child and Adolescent Counselors

PACES – Pennsylvania Association of Counselor Education & Supervision

PALGBTIC – Pennsylvania Association for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender Issues in Counseling

PAMCD – Pennsylvania Association of Multicultural Counseling & Development

PASGW – Pennsylvania Association of Specialists in Group Work

PAMHCA – Pennsylvania Mental Health Counselors Association

PSCA – Pennsylvania School Counselors Association

Meeting-Specific Highlights:
· There was discussion of chapter development for the Greater Philadelphia area. The group was approved as a Special Interest Group at this time. Members of the group will put together bylaws and follow other PCA standards for chapter development so that this issue can move forward at the next meeting.
· Save-the-date info was sent out about the 47th annual conference 11/6-8/15 at the Penn Stater. The theme will be: Striving for More: Keeping Diversity and Social Justice on the Forefront. Keynote is Michael Mobley from Salem State. Conference planning has been going smoothly and presentation proposals continue to come in.

· Adding the category of Institutional Member was discussed. The president-elect will gather info form other organizations who have one and will bring the item back to the next meeting for further discussion.
· The insurance paneling issue brought forth by members in the western part of the state was discussed and a survey draft was put together with the idea that gleaning data is a good start to address the issue. The president-elect will follow up on this and continue to seek guidance from ACA and NAR on the issue to report further at the next meeting.

